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SARGASSUM INFLUX EVENTS WILL BE
MODERATE TO SEVERE OVER THE NEXT
3+ MONTHS (JAN - APRIL 2021)

e The Eastern Caribbean islands saw mild
sargassum influxes at the end of 2020.
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e There is 150% more sargassum visible out
in the Atlantic than this time last year.
However, this is still below 2018 levels, the
worst year to date.
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Sargassum image sourced from Optical Oceanography Laboratory USF. .
Click on picture above to access the source image. [ Clear ) 4 d NEYE G

The map above is a satellite image processed to show sargassum ‘
abundance over a 7-day period. Warm colours represent high V . )

sargassum abundance. Sargassum Watch System (SaWS) website: Sargassum abundance Intensity level
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/projects/saws.html (based on image 3 - 9 Jan 2021)

CURRENT OUTLOOK (JANUARY-APRIL 2021)

NOTE: New satellite imagery indicates much higher levels of sargassum than was predicted by the previous forecast.
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expect moderate to severe sargassum e
influxes over the next 3+ months (red), '
especially so for the northern islands, ‘;f North
compared with the same period in 2020 A
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¢ Northern islands are set to receive
Mmoderate to severe influxes over the Mi
. ) ) iddle
next 3 months with some reprieve in 4
early March.
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e Middle islands will experience = = « — — g
moderate influxes from the end of
January through early March with
periodic influxes thereafter.

¢ In contrast, southern islands are
expected to remain largely clear with
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https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/125/C20201192020125.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
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https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uvxk26zzu8o11cp/Sargassum%20prediction%20graphic%20Nov%202020-Mar%202021.png?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURISM SECTOR

e Stakeholders in the tourism industry can expect more-or-
less continuous mild to moderate sargassum influxes
over the next few months in the middle and southern
islands, with an ease at the beginning of April. Islands in
the northern part of the island chain will be hard hit in
the first 3 months.

e Clean up operations will likely put an extra strain on
resources adding to the current COVID-19 challenges.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR

e The traditional pelagic fishing season got off to an
unexpected slow start given the absence of sargassum.
There were moderate landings of flyingfish and
dolphinfish, with some juveniles being caught.

e Consumers can expect an increase in the availability of
almaco jacks (amberfish) in the coming months given the
current sargassum forecast.

¢ Fishers should remain vigilant at sea, particularly in the
north-east where they are likely to encounter large
sargassum mats.

e Fisherfolk will likely need to keep clearing their windward
landing sites through much of the first quarter of 2021

EXPERIMENTAL PREDICTION PRODUCT

The prediction graph below illustrates a comparison of 3+ month forecasts using
a relative index of sargassum from processed satellite images by Saws
(USF/MODIS+) and SAMtool (CLS/Sentinel+). Close overlap of the two lines on any
one graph indicates that the predictions are similar between the two datasets.
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Click on the images and titles for more information

The

Planning project ‘Barbados SAMS’

Co-developing a Barbados Sargassum
Adaptive Management Strategy (SAMS)

PROJECT SUMMARY

Planning for Barbados to become
resilient to the threats posed by
influxes of sargassum seaweed,
through responsible responses
and by turning sargassum into an
additional opportunity for
sustainable development.

Planning project duration.
1 Nov 2020 - 31 Jan 2021

KEY OBJECTIVES

% Determine national and site-

appropriate responses to
address the threat of
sargassum influxes.

< Determine new opportunities

for using sargassum

% Co-develop amulti-level,

practical and dynamic
Sargassum Adaptive
Management Strategy (SAMS)
for Barbados

Planning grant partnership:
MMABE, UWI-CERMES and GEF
Small Grants Programme UNDP

~ e,

BGI-SAMS Project Anhouncement

21 - 22 January 2021 | Online

Upcoming Webinar: Sargassum Watch
(NOAA) Data Collecting_tools
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LISTSERV (CLICK HERE)
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